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ASMFC Approves Amendment 4 to the Fishery Management
Plan for Weakfish

Williamsburg, VA – The Atlantic States Marine Fisheries Commission today approved Amendment 4 to the Inter-
state Fishery Management Plan (FMP) for Weakfish.  Amendment 4 aims to ensure a healthy spawning stock
biomass, restore the age structure of the population, and expand the geographic range of weakfish.  To achieve these
goals, Amendment 4 includes a new overfishing definition with fishing mortality targets and thresholds, as well as
a spawning stock biomass threshold.

“I am very pleased with the final document that we approved today and I am confident that Amendment 4 will
continue to build upon the stock recovery benefits that have been achieved under Amendment 3, “ stated Weakfish
Board Chair, Gordon Colvin of New York.  “The Amendment is the result of the collective efforts and input of the
Management Board, Technical Committee and Advisory Panel, all of whom have worked hard to develop a plan that
continues to rebuild the weakfish stock while allowing for high quality commercial and recreational fisheries.  The
Weakfish Advisory Panel, led by Chair Clarence W. Lee, deserves particular recognition.  They provided invaluable
assistance to the Management Board in the development of Amendment 4, with the Board adopting many of the
Advisory Panel’s recommendations for inclusion in the plan.”

Amendment 4 includes minimum size/bag limit options for the states to manage their recreational fisheries.  States
may choose from a range of minimum sizes and corresponding bag limits from the following options: 12” minimum
size/7 fish bag limit, 13” minimum size/8 fish bag limit, 14” minimum size/9 fish bag limit, 15” and higher
minimum size/10 fish bag limit.  States will be determining which combination is the most appropriate for their
fishermen over the next couple of months.

Amendment 4 maintains the majority of commercial fishery management measures that have been successful under
Amendment 3, including closed areas and seasons, and mesh size regulations.  The primary changes to the commer-
cial management program under Amendment 4 address bycatch issues.  Specifically, the bycatch allowance during
closed seasons was increased to 300 pounds with additional language indicating that this allowance is permitted
provided that there is at least an equal poundage of other species on board the vessel.  Additionally, Amendment 4
encourages states to provide incentives for the use of escape panels in commercial pound nets.

Amendment 4 also makes strides to ensure that the necessary information is being collected for future weakfish stock
assessments.  States that land at least 2.5 percent of the coastwide weakfish landings will be required to collect age
and length information of their weakfish commercial and recreational landings. Copies of the Amendment will be
available by the end of the year and can be obtained by contacting the Commission at (202) 289-6400 or via the
Commission’s website at www.asmfc.org.  For more information, please contact Carrie Selberg, Weakfish Fishery
Management Plan Coordinator, at (202) 289-6400, ext. 332 or cselberg@asmfc.org.


